Digitalisation at work

River Information Services today

Electronic Navigational Charts (ENCs)
provided for all major European inland
waterways, over 13,000 km have been
produced and 1,733 km are planned.
Electronic Ship Reporting (ERI)
systems set up in 16 countries,
data exchange focuses on cargo
and voyage information transmitted by the ERINOT message.
Cross-border data exchange,
required by the RIS Directive, only
fully operational at 7 (out of 21)
borders, in the Rhine-region and
between Slovakia and Austria.

Shore based vessel tracking
and tracing systems (VTT)
are installed on nearly all
major inland waterways, but
international exchange of the
vessel tracking and tracing
information is hardly done.

All countries provide Notices to
skippers (NtS), in particular fairway and traffic-related messages,
water-related messages and ICE
messages.

Over 95% of commercial
vessels use inland AIS
transponders. Nowadays,
because of Inland AIS carriage
requirements on the Rhine
and in several Danube countries, almost all commercial
vessels are equipped with
Inland AIS transponders.

74% of commercial vessels use Inland Electronic Chart Display and
Information Systems (ECDIS).

Vessel Traffic Service centres manage
traffic at dangerous spots in the waterway network. In the Scheldt River – an
important maritime connection to the
seaport of Antwerp – RIS is included in
the local traffic management system for
mixed traffic.

River Information Services go logistics

Within the RIS COMEX project, waterway managers aim to make River Information Services (RIS)
available throughout transport corridors of the waterway network. The information services are
provided to trusted parties and can finally be accessed and shared by waterway users and related
logistics partners following harmonised access rules. RIS corridor services aim at single window
support for route planning, voyage planning, traffic planning and reporting duties on a European
scale, at present integrating the fragmented local systems and paving the way for full logistics integration.

15 partners from 13 countries
cooperate on the next
generation of RIS on
7 cross-border corridors

Towards a European single window
Optimisation of lock and bridge schedules
in cross- border corridors to reduce waiting
times, the overall duration of the voyage and
to optimise energy use.

Route planning
Provision of network information including its
operation status to support route planning.
Actual and forecast information on the fairway
allowing for more efficient planning.

Voyage planning
Supporting voyage planners with real-time
and predicted traffic information and interface to traffic planning services to ensure
best-possible ETAs.

Logistics planning
Single window access for the exchange of
vessel and cargo position information among
logistics users to make waterway transport
visible in the digital supply chain.

Less red tape
Single window services limit multiple reporting. In addition, data are collected and analysed for a more efficient use of the waterway
infrastructure.

Berth management
Berths are the waterway parking spaces. The
tool provides online information about available berths & their facilities and allows booking
of berth space.
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