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About INE

 � exchange national & regional know-ledge & best prac-
tice and mount common projects

 � discuss EU policies and proactively advocate EU  
initiatives and measures which make waterways more 
attractive and easier to use

 � provide access to an extensive network of EU and 
national contacts 

 � promote and demonstrate the economic and societal 
benefits of waterway transport

 � listen to and consult users, clients & stakeholders of 
waterway transport in Europe on needs & concerns and 
cooperate around topics of common interest

 � A European platform of national & regional waterway 
authorities & managers and organisations promoting and 
developing mulitmodal waterway transport

 � An independent platform, without commercial interests 
since 2000 

We bring all key waterway players together to actively advo-
cate EU initiatives, which make waterways easier to use for 
freight.

We team up with all EU waterway authorities and stakeholders
 � for reliable funding and financing to remove critical bottlenecks in the waterway network
 � for a higher priority to maintenance to avoid  parts of waterways become bottlenecks
 � for the creation of a Digital Inland Waterway Area (DINA) that makes waterways easier-to-use 
 � for a long-term view and strategy on innovation
 � for a better visibility and understanding of inland waterways 

Europe’s network of navigable rivers and canals links up ports, urban and industrial centres. With more and better waterway trans-
port, we want to strengthen an effective alternative for congested and carbon intensive transport.

We strongly believe in a multimodal Europe with waterways as backbone to make transport & logistics more effective and less 
carbon-intensive at the service of European industry and society. 

Our policy agenda covers
 � a quality cross-border waterway infrastructure network with good multimodal access 
 � effective digital inland waterway services to facilitate seamless, sustainable and safe transport & logistics
 � facilitation of a long-term innovation policy rewarding future-oriented innovators

Who we are What we do Our mission & agenda

Our achievements Our future plans
 � a specific EU policy supporting the development of waterway transport (Naiades  1 & 2)
 � all dedicated EU international waterways designated as EU core infrastructure to ensure good infrastructure quality by 2030
 � integration of good navigation status in TEN-T to ensure the quality of existing infrastructure
 � EU co-financing up to 40% for waterway infrastructure works of EU interest
 � a framework directive to harmonise the cross-border deployment of River Information Services (RIS) 
 � EU co-financing up to 50% to ensure implementation of RIS
 � introduction of low-sulphur fuel for waterway vessels
 � extension of ‘de minimis’ rule to inland waterway transport to facilitate state aid

SEAPORT

SEAPORT
FACTORY

CITY PORT

FREIGHT TRAM

FREIGHT TRAIN

SHOPS

M A R K E T

FREIGHT TRAM

CLEAN TRUCK

CLEAN TRUCK

SHARED
INFORMATION

WATER TRUCK

WATER TRUCK
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The big picture for transport
Driven by demand for other services and products, transport is derived demand and key trade ena-
bler. We thank our internal market and gate to the world to the success of free movement of goods and 
people. At the same time, transport is in strong demand for fossil energy and needs to decarbonise to 
combat climate change and secure energy supplies. Digitalisation provides the possibility to move to-
wards an integrated and multimodal transport system which is both competitive, climate-friendly and 
energy-efficient. An important tool to support the transition from a consumption-based economy to a 
circular economy that creates welfare and wellbeing. Inland waterway transport is looking forward to 
play its part.

GLOBAL

WATERWAYS

EUROPE

Austerity led to a historic low in infrastructure 
investment 

Global economy is flatlining

IMF and OECD call for pro-growth policies and 
public investment in infrastructure

Prices of oil and coal are low owing to over-
supply. Environmental concerns and slower 
economic activity may affect demand patterns.

COP21 Climate agreement in Paris: 
• to limit temperature increase to well below 

2°C above pre-industrial levels
• emissions to peak as soon as possible and
• to undertake rapid reductions thereafter

Uber is just one of the many examples of how 
the movement of goods and services undergoes 
a data-driven transformation. Digital platforms 
and automation show how artificial intelligence 
will become set to change our economy & soci-
ety.

The EU adopted the Energy Union and climate 
goals for secure, affordable and climate-friendly 
energy to reduce greenhouse gases by 40% and 
energy use by 27% by 2030. 

Completion of TEN-T will create 10 million addi-
tional jobs and 1.8 GDP growth by 2030 

The EU adopted the Digital Agenda to support 
the creation of a digital ecosystem that combines 
easy-use with safety and security so innovative 
services for economy and society can flourish.

Several projects are planned to improve the 
waterway network. 

Building the  new Seine-Scheldt connection will 
create 9,500 jobs per year. 
Job creation in logistics & tourism once it opens:

Inland waterways prepare for changing cargo 
flows as a result of the changing economy.

Carbon footprint will continue to drop thanks 
to :

• smart steaming and clean energy
• sustainable lifecycle of vessels ensur-

ing an efficient and low  production 
footprint

River Information Services evolve into a Digital 
Inland Waterway Area (DINA) where 
authorities jointly provide the basic infrastruc-
ture and services to remove barriers for the use 
of waterway transport 

ECONOMY ENERGY & CLIMATE DIGITALISATION
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Naiades and Platina

The PLATINA 2 project has come to an end. INE and 
some of its members have actively contributed to the 
Platina 2 project. The PLATINA 1 and 2 projects provided 
technical and organisational support to the European 
Commission, Member States , third countries, River 
Commissions and industry with the development & 
deployment of targeted policy actions implementing 
the NAIADES Action Programme since 2008. It covered 
60 actions in the areas of infrastructure, markets, River 
Information Services, human resources.  

A couple of outcomes:
• Innovation roadmap
• Greening tool for shipowners to compare market 

technologies
• Assessment of external costs of emissions to air
• Funding database of EU and national schemes
• Market potential assessments for continental trans-

port and the Danube
• Good practice manual on inland waterway mainte-

nance for waterway managers

Platina is not followed up by a single projects but a num-
ber of separate work activities
• Prominent for cost-efficient greening technologies 

and digitalising the training curriculum 
• Assessment of market potential of inland water-

ways, sea and inland ports
• Development of the Good Navigation Status con-

cept
• Development of the Digital Inland Waterway Area 

(DINA)
• Platform of innovation centres (EIBIP)

Coordination of the work is essential to ensure syner-
gies. INE looks forward to working together with all 
stakeholders towards the preparation of an ambi-
tious EU Naiades 3 action plan for 2020-2027.

Regulation
• Council and European Parliament 

are close to adopt the directive to 
streamline standards for technical 
requirements for inland waterway 
vessels - CESNI has been set up to 
prepare uniform European stand-
ards

• Council and European Parliament 
are close to adopt the regulation for 
emission limits for new engines 

• LNG standards for bunkering, its use 
as fuel in waterway transport and 
fuel quality have been adopted

• Commission proposed a directive 
on the recognition of professional 
qualifications in inland navigation

Policy coordination
• Roadmap for research and develop-

ment for inland navigation
• Survey on the necessary financing 

instruments for innovation in water-
way transport 

• Prominent  project to develop 
cost-efficient and broadly applicable 
technologies for greening the fleet in 
close cooperation with the equip-
ment manufacturers and the sector

• European Union Platform of Innova-
tion Centres (EIBIP) established to 
facilitate market uptake

On the work table
• Preparation of digital tools for ves-

sels and crew (digital tachograph)
• Standards for ship-handling simu-

lators
• Commission proposal on manning 

requirements
• Set-up of an EU inland waterway 

platform by EBU/ESO in which INE 
looks forward to cooperating closely 
with the sector.

The EU inland waterway transport policy programme is in full im-
plementation mode. The European Commission has, together with 
all stakeholders, been active in carrying out the proposed meas-
ures of the EU Naiades 2 action plan. Things are moving.

We team up with the sector organisations European Barge Union, European Skippers Organisation and the European Federa-
tion of Inland Ports towards the European Commission advocating

• More visibility for inland waterways and ports on EU policy agenda
• Better coordination of other EU policies with inland waterway transport policy
• Prioritisation and investment of critical infrastructure locations in EU funding and financing
• Prioritisation of digital and greening innovation in EU funding and financing
• An elaborated concept for Good Navigation Status
• Improve the business case for greening by incentivising shippers in a more effective way to take the environmental footprint 

of transport into account in their decision making 
• Proposal on manning requirements

Together with a framework that fosters digital opportunities, INE wants to see this in the EU Naiades 2 mid-term review.

INE in action

It is estimated that 87 million 
tonnes of continental container 
cargo currently transported by 
road could be shifted to multimod-
al waterway transport, saving 10% 
transport costs 

Source : PLATINA 2 - assessment of continental cargo potential
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Inland Navigation Europe

Connecting Europe Facility in 2014

Court of Auditors
The European Court of Auditors examined whether infra-
structure projects co-funded by the EU contributed effective-
ly to increase the modal share of inland waterway transport 
and helped in improving navigability conditions. “Since 
shifting freight traffic from roads to the network of rivers and 
canals is beneficial to all EU, progress, a connected Europe 
with a sustainable transport strategy requires greater effort to 
improve its waterways”. 

The Court denounced
• lack of coherent corridor strategy for the major connect-

ed waterways
• insufficient attention in the EU strategies to river mainte-

nance and political and environmental considerations.

CRITICAL LOCATION

• The development of waterway transport is a EU priority 
which targets projects aiming to remove key infra-
structural bottlenecks and bridge missing links in all 
waterway corridors.

• We ask the EU to ensure a stable and predictable instru-
ment which supports continuity of investment. 

• With a co-funding budget of less than €2.5 billion, the 
major waterway bottlenecks on the EU network could 
be cleared

• 10% of the total budget went to inland waterways
• 55 waterway projects were submitted 
• 60% received EU co-funding 
• average EU co-funding was 24%
• locks were referred to EFSI

The next call for infrastructure projects covering non-cohe-
sion countries will only take place in 2017-2018.

9832,5 

1332,6 
639,2 583,3 374,9 

Rail Inland
Waterways

Road Maritime SESAR/Aviation

CEF funding per transport mode
(in € million)

«A high-quality waterway system and a sound network of 
inland ports and container terminals are crucial. Upgrading 
the waterways improves the possibilities for the efficiency 
and reliability of inland navigation, increasing its use as a 
sustainable alternative for road transport.»

EVO, Dutch Shippers Council

Towards an EU 
core network 
of waterways
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Building the future
Good Navigation Status

INE recommended the European Parliament to add the 
requirement of ‘Good Navigation Status’ to  the TEN-T 
regulation to ensure that existing infrastructure remains 
in good shape and is well-serviced to avoid costly bottle-
necks. ‘Good Navigation Status’ must be achieved on all 
class ≥ IV waterways by 2030. 

The Commission asked experts, including INE, to 
substantiate by end 2017 the concept of ‘Good Naviga-
tion Status’ in cooperation with all relevant public and 
private stakeholders.

FINAL AIM:  ensure swift transport across EU waterways 
thanks to good maintenance and high-quality service 
levels for information and operation.

FAIRway project

The Danube Ministers of Transport endorsed the Reha-
bilitation and Maintenance Master Plan end 2014. The 
EU FAIRway project prepares for the full deployment 
of the Masterplan along the Danube and its navigable 
tributaries. 

FINAL AIM: waterway authorities coordinate
• national roadmaps and pilot activities to imple-

ment the Master Plan
• purchase of advanced equipment for hydrological 

services (gauging stations, surveying vessels etc.)

Implementation status of 
trans-European network
The new transport legislation for the 
trans-European networks and the 
Connecting Europe Facility of 2013 was a 
step forward.
INE actively contributed to have the new 
regulations cover 
• Co-financing up to 40% for water-

way projects
• Co-financing up to 50% for RIS
• All EU waterways part of core 

network

The Tallinn and Danube declarations 
were co-signed by the Commission and 
Transport Ministers to advance imple-
mentation and attack important infra-
structure bottlenecks in key waterway 
corridors

Consequently expectations were very 
high 
• Member States submit a significant 

number of waterway projects in 
Western Europe.

• Member States submit the FAIRway 
project to prepare implementation 
of Danube Masterplan.

The outcome is mixed
• The set-up of the EFSI fund or Junck-

er Plan unfortunately reduced the 
Connecting Europe Facility by €2.8 
billion, so the overall CEF budget 
dropped from €33.2 to €30.4 billion.

• A letter of the transport industry 
limited the impact to some extent, 
but for transport the loss neverthe-
less totals €2.2 billion of potential 
grants

• Due to the limited budget that stops 
short of the challenge, the EC shifted 
from the grant paradigm to the 
financial instrument paradigm.

• Lock projects were not accepted 
for co-funding but referred to EFSI. 
They form an important part of 
waterway projects.

• After the 2014 CEF call, the next 
infrastructure call for non-cohesion 
countries will only take place in 2017 
or 2018, complicating the continuity 
of certain projects.

• Very good news is that the Seine-
Scheldt project can go ahead with 
almost €1 billion EU co-financing 
from the Connecting Europe Facility.

• We ask the EU to fully apprehend that investment in transport is a pro-growth policy indispensable for our welfare and 
wellbeing. Many projects facing important financial gaps are not bankable but provide strong societal return on 
investment and are crucial to help to achieve the EU energy and climate goals. We must invest to make transport 
better, greener, cleaner and connect it in an increasingly digital world.

• INE and the entire transport sector urges the EU to increase its CEF transport budget in the review of the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework (MFF).

• INE is realistic, we know that TEN-T investment needs are more than tenfold the available EU CEF transport budget of 
€24.05 billion. The Juncker Plan is an attempt to draw in new investment, but let’s not only look whether projects match 
EFSI but look pragmatically and objectively whether EFSI matches the projects. No waterway infrastructure project is  yet 
leveraging investment under the Juncker Plan (EFSI).

• We have to look in all openness what blending mix of funding and financing makes projects possible and how we ensure 
critical bottlenecks are finally lifted.

• INE supports the development of a large-gauge network of waterways all around Europe by 2030. This will expand the 
weight of inland waterways in freight transport, reducing the pressure on urban nodes.

INE in action

The EU transport sector Waterway managers are committed to lift bottlenecks on water-
ways that stand in the way of seamless inland navigation. 
Creating a stable investment pipeline, at a time when public in-
vestment is at a historic low and the economic hard times have 
put significant strain on national budgets, is a huge challenge, but 
feasible when we all work together.

20  
million people 

almost 2x the population of Greece

or

10%
of total EU employment

directly and indirectly employs 
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Digital infrastructure
CoRISMa 

With CoRISMa, a number of Member States joined 
forces to show the possibilities of cross-border 
information exchange. The implementation of RIS 
enabled corridor management is an important 
instrument for improving the reliability of inland 
navigation in transport chains, making voyage 
plans of inland vessels extremely reliable. CoRISMa 
performed pilots for cross-border fairway infor-
mation, vessel positioning data exchange, traffic 
and lock planning and berth occupation (“parking 
app”).

FINAL AIM: 
• to gain overall understanding & support in 

EU countries with inland waterways for the 
benefits of implementation of corridor man-
agement

• to enable multimodal transport planners to to 
plan waterway transport timely and efficiently 
in transport and logistics operations.

CoVadem 

Collaborative navigable depth measurements 
Inland vessels are provided with various sensors. 
When compiling and combining all sensor data, 
this results in a chart of the water depth of the 
route being navigated. This information is dynam-
ic and more valuable than the static information 
provided waterway authorities. When more inland 
vessels do this, the information becomes more 
detailed and reliable. 

FINAL AIM: 
• ship operators are able to navigate more effi-

ciently as they can make maximum use of the 
navigable area provided by the waterway

• on busy routes, waterway authorities can save 
money on costly regular depth measurements.

Status of RIS
INE campaigned from its start in 2001 
for a cross-border legal framework for 
RIS. Since 2005, the EU RIS directive lays 
down the basic infrastructure and service 
requirements and their compatibility to 
enable deployment river information 
services across borders. 
RIS covers 
• fairway information
• actual traffic information predicted 

traffic information to allow planning
With these services, RIS significantly 
improves safety and traffic management 
and aims to improve transport man-
agement for users as well, e.g. reliable 
voyage planning.

There is delay
• The implementation of the RIS Di-

rective is not complete for different 
reasons

• There is no overall EU solution yet to 
ensure a secure exchange of data

• EC amendments to technical specifi-
cations on RIS services are due

But also progress
• The Commission took over the 

operation and development of 
important RIS Services (covering the 
European Hull Database, European 
RIS Reference Data Management 
System, Operation of the Inland 
ENC register and digital parts of the 
Inland ENC standard) fulfilling a 
longwaiting wish of the national and 
regional waterway managers

• The CoRISMa project worked on 
linking national and regional IT 
applications to enable information 
exchange between Member States 
so EU corridor management be-
comes possible. The advantages to 
authorities and users became tangi-
ble through the real-life pilots. This 
work will be continued to facilitate 
full implementation.

A next step for RIS
The RIS directive does not enable broad-
er data collection, secure data access nor 
allows for exchange and standardisation 
of information flows. Scattered informa-
tion keeps scattered transport in place. 
Without information across the logistics 
chain, the massive uptake of multimodal 
transport remains a dream.

The creation of DINA 
The Commission has called upon experts 
to elaborate the concept of Digital Inland 
Waterway Area (DINA) and the Digital 
Multimodal Nodes (DMN) to create a dig-
ital single market for inland navigation. 
It is an important step to ensure inland 
navigation as a smart transport mode 
can easily connect to other transport 
modes and be integrated in services.

For INE, the Digital Inland Waterway Area ideally covers
• A flexible ecosystem powered by a easy-to-use, secure and neutral digital platform that aims at solving problems and 

improving services
• Member States provide the basic infrastructure and harmonised services (incl. broadband accessibility) that are available 

across borders 
• ensuring safety as a core public task
• allowing for both static and dynamic fairway information as real-time traffic information
• enabling optimised route planning
• providing standardised information exchange
• supporting a single window for paperless transhipment and border procedures

• This becomes a stepping stone for new services by public and private parties for e.g.
• improving multimodal transport services and facilitating cargo bundling
• optimising vessel and fleet management
• establishing up-to date market observation and forecast services

All according to agreed privacy protection rules.

INE in action

Public DINA Architecture

spin-off services

enables

Data
exchange

Digital information platform

Privacy rules, standards Safety, customs, enforcement, 
inspection, cybersecurity

Spin-off public and private value added 
services pop up for infrastructure, fleet, crew, 

multimodal transport management

ControlRules

Basic infrastructure 
data & services

River Information Services (RIS) aim to organise swift infrastruc-
ture-to-vessel information, but in an ever digitalising world, much 
more is possible: all parts of the chain can be connected. 
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2014 in figures
2014 trends and 2015 outlook 

In 2014, inland waterways shipped in total 552 mil-
lion tonnes in the EU, a new after-crisis record. This 
is an increase in tonnage by 3.3%, but we see a 
decrease in tonne-km, which points at a decrease 
in distances travelled.

The Netherlands and Germany remain the largest 
inland shipping nations in the EU, followed by 
Belgium. Almost 80% of the volumes by barge is 
carried on the territory of these three countries. 

By modal share, the Netherlands , Romania and 
Bulgaria have most goods carried by inland ship-
ping. In Poland and the Czech Republic, volumes 
are going upward again after a declining trend.

Metal ores, coke and refined petroleum and ag-
ribulk together constitute the biggest markets in 
inland waterways, totalling a share of almost 54% 
with agribulk overtaking coal and crude petroleum 
in 2014. The coal and fuel markets are expected 
to stagnate and decrease in the future with the 
changing climate and energy policies which may 
progressively point at more renewables. The ag-
ribulk business, building industry and metal busi-
ness are expected to continue an upward trend.

The container business has rebounded strongly 
since the economic crisis, performing better than 
in 2007. It is a growing market on the Rhine and 
elsewhere, with the exception of the Upper Dan-
ube, Elbe and Odra.

INE members in action

In 2015, the European Commission a  €980 million grant for 
the 2014-2019 construction of the Seine-Nord Europe canal. 
The canal will be built by a dedicated public entity “Société du 
Canal Seine-Nord Europe”, and operated from 2023 by Voies 
navigables de France (VNF). From le Havre to Dunkirk, Antwerp 
and Rotterdam, the network of  Seine-Scheldt multi-modal 
platforms will enhance sustainable mobility using inland 
waterway and railway connections between seaports and 
their hinterland. In the heart of the North Sea-Mediterranean 
corridor, Seine-Scheldt will also provide a link to other Euro-
pean multimodal corridors. in 2015 VNF with W&Z, SPW and 
inland ports conducted a multimodal study from Amsterdam 
to Marseille with shippers to develop innovative solutions for 
European hubs.

Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland and Luxem-
bourg campaigned for a rapid expansion of 
the much needed second lock chambers on 
the Mosel. Development of freight shipping 
on this waterway is hampered by capacity 
bottlenecks at its locks, impeding newly 
established regular container traffic between 
the region’s inland ports and the North Sea 
ports.  Of the 10 Mosel locks between Trier 
and Koblenz, 7 do not have any concrete 
expansion perspective, and require top pri-
ority status. The German Federal Transport 
Infrastructure Plan 2015 foresees 2036 as a 
target for completion, which is unacceptable 
for the logistics industry and the Luxem-
bourg ministry. Actions are ongoing to work 
towards faster expansion plans.

A joint initiative by De Scheepvaart and Waterwegen & Zeekanaal, the 
Ecorace Challenge, promotes inland waterways as a durable, reliable, 
safe, multi-functional and ecological transport mode. Students learn 
about career opportunities in inland waterways and collaboration 
between research institutions and industry. In 2015 the 2nd edition was 
hosted on the Beverlo Canal. Six teams accepted the challenge to devel-
op an innovative and powerful vessel with alternative propulsion.

Centraal Overleg Vaarwegen (COV), a cooperation body with shippers ans ship 
operators, brings waterway infrastructure issues in the Netherlands  to the 
attention of public authorities and waterway managers. Many waterways, 
bridges and locks are in need of renovation and maintenance works as they 
are getting older and need renovation or maintenance.
As seaport traffic is expected to grow, hinterland traffic will increase, hence 
lock capacity should be increased (on the Volkerak-, Kreekrak- and Krammer) 
and bridges on the Scheldt-Rhine, Amsterdam Rhine and Meuse canals lifted 
to allow the passage of inland barges with 4/5 levels of containers.

Since August 2015 the Lys river flows through a 
temporary dam on Moleneiland in Harelbeke. On 
the site of the old dam, Waterwegen en Zeekanaal 
NV is engaged in the construction of a temporary 
lock. The new lock will be built on the same loca-
tion, and is with its 230m, almost twice as long as 
the old lock. It will measure 12.5m wide and 4.7m 
deep and be suitable for inland vessels with loads 
up to 4,500 tons (class Vb).

viadonau provides www.danube-logistics.info, a new online Danube 
Logistics Portal, offering useful services to support transport planning on 
the waterway. Primarily targeting potential users of services in the field of 
Danube logistics, it contributes to shift transports towards the waterway 
and features :
• an overview of shipping companies and brokers from the Danube region 
• profiles of > 60 ports and transhipment sites along the Danube from 

Kelheim to the Black Sea, including port facilities, storage capacities, 
logistics providers and relevant contacts

• the Travel Time Calculator, tool for calculating the estimated travel time 
between two ports on the Rhine-Main-Danube axis

• a Transport Planner, combining all functions & information above

         THOUSANDS OF TONNES           MILLIONS OF TONNE-KM

 2013  2014  %  2013  2014 %

EU28  534,781  552,405 +3.3  152,708  150,718 -1.2

Austria 10,710 10,122  -5.5 2,353 2,177  -7.5

Belgium  187,404 190,303 +1.6 10,365  10,451  +0.8

Croatia  5,823 5,377  -7.7 771  716 -7.2

Czech Republic  608 802 +31.9 25  27  +6.4

France  68,926 65,488 -5.0  9,213 8,803  -4.5

Germany 226,864 228,499 +0.7 60,070  59,093  -1.6

Hungary  7,857 7,825 -0.4 1,924  1,811  -5.9

Italy 1,695 1,700 +0.3 132 132 0

Luxembourg  8,987 8,390 -6.6 313  285  -9.2

Netherlands  356,062 366,627 +3.0 48,627   49,295  +1.4

Poland  3,185 5,899 +85.2 91  110  +20.5

Romania  26,858  27,834 +3.6 12,242  11,760  -3.9

Slovakia  8,107 7,010 -13.6 1,006   905  -10.0

Source Eurostat & countries

Type of goods transported by waterway in 2014

Growth rates of goods 2013-2014

Country overview

REGULATION (EU) No 1316/2013  O.J. L348 - 20/12/2013
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Seine-Scheldt a new Gateway to Europe

New online portal by viadonau

New lock for the river Lys

Belgian King inaugurates 4th Lanaye lock

COV pushes Dutch inland waterways agenda

Students compete for most innovative vesselUpgrade Mosel must be accelerated

In November 2015, the 4th lock of Lanaye and Liège 
Trilogiport were inaugaurated by the King of Belgium, 
together with Belgian, Dutch and EU dignitaries. Lo-
cated in the province of Liège, both constructions tes-
tify to the renewal of the Walloon economy and inland 
waterways. Over 500 people assisted at the ceremony 
and were undoubtedly impressed by the sheer size of 
the new lock  - 225m x 25m, with a drop of 13 m!
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INE members & structure

• CRUP – Inland Navigation Development Centre Ltd.
• Haven Brussel – Port Bruxelles
• Kammerunion Elbe/Oder
• RSOE - National Association of Radio Distress-Signalling and Infocommunications

Full Members

Corresponding Members

INE people working with you

Members
Pim Bonne, Vlaamse overheid - Departement Mobiliteit & Openbare werken (Secretary)
Nicolas Bour, Voies navigables de France (Vice-President)
Chris Danckaerts, nv De Scheepvaart and Waterwegen en Zeekanaal NV
Michael Fastenbauer, viadonau - Österreichische Wasserstraßen-Gesellschaft mbH (President)
Marcello Moretti, Agenzia Interregionale per il Fiume Po
Pascal Moens, Service Public de Wallonie, DPVNI
Max Nilles, Ministère du Développement durable et des Infrastructures du Luxembourg
Martin van Dijk, Royal BLN-Schuttevaer (Treasurer)

Alternate members
Marleen Coenen, Vlaamse overheid - Departement Mobiliteit & Openbare werken
Marc Delaude, Service Public de Wallonie, DPVNI
Nadège Dewalque, nv De Scheepvaart and Waterwegen en Zeekanaal NV
Perrine Lavelle, Voies navigables de France
Luigi Mille, Agenzia Interregionale per il Fiume Po
Gert-Jan Muilerman, viadonau - Österreichische Wasserstraßen-Gesellschaft mbH
Kevin Schroeder, Ministère du Développement durable et des Infrastructures du Luxembourg

Karin De Schepper, general management and public affairs
Caroline van de Leur, office and communications management

INE board

Brussels’ Office

Agenzia Interregionale per il fiume Po -AIPo
Via Garibaldi 75 
IT- 43121 Parma
T +39 0521 7971 - www.agenziapo.it

The Interregional Agency for the Po River (AIPo), is a public body that 
provides engineering and environmental services across the full spectrum 
of operations in support of interests of the Italian regions crossed by the Po 
river : Piemonte, Lombardia, Emilia – Romagna and Veneto. The Basin is 
home to Italy’s major industries, a crucial area in the Italian economy.

Royal BLN-Schuttevaer 
Scheepmakerij 320
NL - 3331 MC Zwijndrecht
Tel +31 78 7820565 - www.bln.nl

Royal BLN-Koninklijke Schuttevaer is a Dutch industry organisation 
dedicated to inland waterways transport, committed to entrepreneurs and 
the sector, representing barge and ship owners, shippers and operators. 

Ministère du Développement durable et des 
Infrastructures

Bâtiment Alcide de Gasperi
L - 2938 Luxembourg
Tel: +352 247 84957 - www.mt.public.lu

The department for inland navigation and logistics, linked with other 
ministries and public administrations, prepares legislation and regulations 
in the area of passenger and freight transport in inland waterways, manages 
the fleet sailing under its country’s flag, provides legislative follow-up and 
participation in international bodies such as the Mosel and Central Rhine 
Commissions, UNECE and the EU, interconnects with the Port of Mertert, and 
establishes technical documents for inland waterway vessels.

Vlaamse overheid 
Departement Mobiliteit en openbare werken

Koning Albert II laan 20
B-1000 Brussel
Tel +32 2 553 6251 - www.mow.vlaanderen.be

The Department of Mobility and Public Works supports the policy of the 
Flemish minister responsible for mobility and public works and supports 
investments, management and exploitation of the Flemish transport and 
port infrastructure. It plays a co-ordinating role in the follow-up of the 
European transport policy, including inland navigation policy.  

viadonau - Österreichische Wasserstraßen-
Gesellschaft mbH 

Donau-City-Straße 1  
A-1220 Wien
T +43 50 4321 1000 - www.viadonau.org

viadonau is the Austrian waterway management company which provides 
competitive transportation infrastructure on the Danube and works with the 
inland navigation sector on innovative logistics solutions for the Danube. It 
also plans, awards and monitors work on the river, collects and administers 
fundamental data for water management and carries out development 
projects. 

Voies Navigables de France (VNF)
Rue Ludovic Boutleux 175
F-62 408 Béthune
T +33 3 21 63 24 50 - www.vnf.fr

As a public administrative institution of the Environment, Energy and Sea 
Ministry, VNF is responsible for operating, maintaining, modernising and 
developing 6,700km of navigable rivers and canals. For over 20 years now, 
VNF has watched over the inland waterways network by taking action on a 
daily basis.

de kracht van de waterweg

De Scheepvaart/Waterwegen en Zeekanaal
Havenstraat 44  
B-3500 Hasselt
T +32 11 23 06 06 - www.descheepvaart.be

The 2 waterway managers of the Flemish government are responsible for 
the maintenance, operation, management and commercialisation of the 
waterways in their territory. Together they manage about 1000 km of inland 
waterways, Waterwegen en Zeekanaal NV the west and central waterways 
and nv De Scheepvaart the eastern waterways. In 2017 they will be merged in 
one new agency as “De Vlaamse Waterweg”.

Service Public de Wallonie 
Direction de la Promotion des Voies navigables 
et de l’Intermodalité (DPVNI)

Rue Forgeur 2 
B-4000 Liège
T +32 4 220 87 50
www.voies-hydrauliques.wallonie.be

The Directorate General for Mobility and Waterways of the Wallonia Public 
Service manages, exploits, maintains and develops the Walloon inland 
waterways network. The inland waterways and intermodality promotion 
service enhances the economic and recreational use of inland waterways in 
Wallonia, by information distribution, promotion activities, policy measures 
and contacts with  sector stakeholders.
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Waterway transport offers a powerful environmental answer to expensive road congestion – by investing in inland waterway infrastructure, a 
future traffic jam stretching 1.5 million times around the globe can be avoided. The carbon record is excellent and 85% air pollution reduction in 
the near future will save society €23 billion.

Some of Europe’s largest seaports use inland waterways transport because of increasing congestion & lack of rail capacity (70% of EU trade goes 
via Europe’s seaports). The availability of waterways provides a competitive edge. In Rotterdam for instance this leads to a daily avoidance  of 
100,000 truck movements.

Inland waterways transport has a 6.9% share of freight volume in the EU, which has some 40,000 km of navigable waterways, but this share is 
considerably higher in countries with good waterway infrastructure.
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