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Corridor background
The Douro River is navigable over 208 km from the mouth of the river in Oporto to the Portuguese-Spanish border at 
Barca d’Alva. It links up the sea with the interior of the northern and central regions of Portugal and is today mainly 
used for the transport of aggregates besides passenger transport and river tourism. It could potentially serve the 
Spanish region of Castilla y León and its major logistics centres, such as Salamanca, thus enhancing the role of the 
Douro River in the Atlantic Corridor. 

Waterway infrastructure
To attract more goods, diversify cargo and enable regular services on the waterway, it is essential to make long-overdue 
investments to upgrade locks, create uniform navigation conditions along the river and solve two severe local fairway 
restrictions. All projects are mature.
The 5 locks are in urgent need of modernisation due to a low level of reliability and outdated safety equipment. The 
locks do not allow 24-hour navigation nor safe berthing of long cargo vessels. Another measure to leverage the modal 
shift potential of inland waterway transport is the removal of critical bottlenecks in the fairway at Cotas-Valeira and 
Saião-Pocinho to enable the operation of vessels with a draught up to 3.8m across the entire waterway, resulting in an 
80% increase in freight capacity.
The project plans will ensure year-round, safe and secure navigability in line with European TEN-T standards and create 
a seamless inland connection to the port of Leixões without congestion. The rise in laden draught will reduce transport 
costs and increase the economic attractiveness of transport by water. 

Inland ports
It is also crucial to have multimodal interconnections to integrate the waterway effectively into the transport system. 
For example, a port facility near the Moncorvo mines would result in a significant shift of truckloads of ore to the 
waterway, improving the safety and environmental record of transport operations.
Finally, integration with the seaport’s Single Window and investment in service facilities such as floating waste 
reception and on-shore power supply stations along the waterway would represent a significant enhancement to the 
transport offer.

Atlantic corridor

KEY MESSAGES 
	� The Douro has a strong transportation potential. However,  existing bottlenecks, lacking cross-border 

and multimodal connections represent significant barriers to further development and fail to unlock 
this artery in the Iberian hinterland. 

	� For the Douro to become an effective TEN-T core inland waterway complying with European standards 
and to meet the surging freight demand, investments in planned projects should go ahead.

0.5 billion
are required to make the inland waterway network of the Atlantic 
corridor bottleneck-free and to increase climate resilience
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PROJECT STATUS
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1 - Navigability geometrical corrections of fairway                                     
      Cotas-Valeira 
2 - Navigability geometrical corrections of fairway  
      Saião-Pocinho
3 - Upgrade and modernisation lock Crestuma
4 - Upgrade and modernisation lock Carrapatelo
5 - Upgrade and modernisation lock Régua
6 - Upgrade and modernisation lock Valeira
7 - Upgrade and modernisation lock Pocinho
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“The EU is a leading tourist destination 
with a rich diversity of historic cities and 
beautiful landscapes. Many are linked 
by navigable rivers, such as the Douro, 
and they are powerful drivers of regional 
development across Europe. A forward-looking vision 
for tourism and transport undoubtedly goes hand in 
hand. Increasing the attractiveness of sustainable 
transport for passengers is a priority for sustainable 
tourism, but this requires sustained investment in the 
reliability and resilience of Europe’s waterways.”

Hugo BASTOS 
Executive Board Member Mystic Cruises

“The Douro plays a central role in the con-
nectivity and sustainable development of the 
region, with its navigability being a key factor 
for tourism and trade. Improving the river’s 
navigability can transform the Douro into a 
strategic backbone for sustainable transport between 
the corridor’s interior and the coast, promoting terri-
torial cohesion, creating jobs, increasing productivity 
and reducing carbon emissions. For this vision to 
become a reality, support from the EU to invest in river 
infrastructure, such as improving locks and draught, 
and developing inter-municipal logistics and transport 
solutions is essential. It is a vital step towards a green-
er, more inclusive and resilient Europe.”

Luís REGUENGO MACHADO 
President CIM Douro1 2
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