
Page 1 of 2STIP FACTSHEET  •  September 2025 
IWT and Ports Sector

Decarbonisation quick-win of switch to IWT-suitable biofuels 
 
There are drop-in fuels on the market that are 100% renewable and compatible with IWT engines and existing 
refuelling infrastructure. These fuels offer a practical, short-term solution for decarbonising IWT, but are not 
price competitive with diesel.
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Reducing emissions to air (tank-to-wake)

To address air pollution in the short-term, the most effective measures are the installation of Stage V engines or 
after treatment devices.

Cross-border IWT requires a unified European response to create a level playing field. To accelerate the ze-
ro-emission transition for freight and passenger IWT, we need a coherent EU policy framework that tightens 
emission standards and promotes the rollout of affordable renewable alternatives. This will drive their technical 
and commercial development, while encouraging innovation in advanced alternatives for the medium term.
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The EU biofuel value chain and IWT

Annual IWT biofuel needs by 2030

1.6 million tonnes of HVO100 and higher-grade FAME B100 


